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What is the Backpack?
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Backpack is a digital 

platform where students 

can upload artifacts 

showing what they have 

learned in 5 areas.

Backpack Components:

1. Artifacts

2. Artifact descriptions and 

explanations

3. Defense presentation
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How to access your 

Backpack
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1. Log into your JCPS Google account using the Chrome 

Browser

2. Click on the Google Apps Launcher (looks like a waffle)

3. Select “more”

4. Select the Backpack App

5. Choose “Artifacts” to begin uploading files
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Tip: when you “Add” artifacts, make sure you upload 

to the the correct school year.
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How to choose artifacts
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❏ Artifacts should include products of learning that you are proud of and matter to you, 

align with or exceed grade level, took time to create, went through revisions based on 

feedback, and connect to real world issues. (Every artifact does not have to meet every 

descriptor above.)

❏ Artifacts are usually class assignments, but they can also be products of 

extracurricular or non-school activities.

❏ The artifacts may take any form, including (but not limited to) documents, 

presentations, photos, videos, folders of materials.

❏ Artifacts should meet the Skill Standards (see Rubric or standards in the Backpack 

App).

❏ You should include at least 2 artifacts per Skill folder (5-12 artifacts total). You may 

place artifacts in more than one folder. 
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School 

Signature
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b4kUAd6wvQA
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Sample Artifact
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Skills Artifacts

Prepared and Resilient 
Learner

ACT scores that show growth
Research paper that proposes a solution to a problem

Effective 
Communicator

Poetry project
Science Fair project

Emerging innovator Science Fair project
Research paper that proposes a solution to a problem

Globally and Culturally 
Competent Citizen

Video of cultural dance performance
Personal Essay on the importance of caring for a community 

Productive 
Collaborator

Collaborative math project
Video of cultural dance performance

School Signature Item Collaborative math project
Science Fair Project

Sample Backpack
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Respond to both prompts for all artifacts.

Artifact Descriptions and Explanations
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How to defend your 

Backpack

16



Create a Google Slides

1. Create a Google Slides (or PowerPoint) presentation. Include screenshots or 
video/audio clips of your artifacts and discuss them, particularly how the 
artifacts show that you’ve met Skill standards. Keep text to a minimum.

2. Upload your Slides presentation to “Showcases.”

1. You may organize your presentation as you prefer. As a guide, most students 
will present artifact by artifact, discussing how the artifacts show that 
they’ve met the standards.  
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1. Contact Ms. Causey to set up a presentation time on a Wednesday.

2. Your Panel will ask you questions during and/or after your defense, so an 8-
minute presentation would be appropriate. 

While in NTI, you may choose to defend live in front of a panel of two staff 
members through a virtual platform like Teams or Meets, or you may choose 
to record and upload your presentation.

If you choose to present LIVE…
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If you choose to RECORD your presentation…
1. You may use the recording tool of your choice. We recommend that you 

record your screen and your webcam, so that your panel may see your 
face and slides (as pictured below). If you don’t know where to begin to 
record, use Flipgrid (next slide includes directions). 

2. Your presentation should be ten minutes long.

3. Upload your video (or a link to your video) to 
Classroom.
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Warning: Flipgrid will stop recording at 10 minutes. Time yourself when you practice and in your final 
filming.  

1. To take advantage of all flipgrid features, record your presentation using your laptop, desktop, 
or Chromebook 

2. Log into your JCPS google account and go to this link: https://flipgrid.com/7e18a3bb
3. “Record a Response”
4. Under options, choose “Record Screen”
5. “Start screen recording”
6. “Chrome Tab,” then choose your presentation file from the list
7. When you finish, stop the recording
8. It will now take you to Flipgrid’s basic editing tools. If you want more sophisticated editing 

tools, you can download the video and edit it in your choice of software. Choose “Next”
9. This last screen will ask you to modify your video’s cover and add your “Display name,” which 

should be your first and last name
10. “Submit”
11. Copy your video’s link before pressing “Complete.” Submit this link to Classroom 
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Live and Recorded Presentation Expectations

1. Practice your presentation

2. Dress in business casual (avoid casual clothing like t-shirts and hoodies)

3. Find a quiet place

4. Disable notification sounds on your computer and phone

5. Avoid sidelight and backlight. Position yourself so that a window or lamp 

is in front of you 

6. Choose a “boring” background, free of people and distractions 

7. Position your camera at eye-level so that you can look at the camera 

straight ahead
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Additional Resources
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Backpack Checklist

❏ Upload 2 artifacts per skill folder in your Backpack

❏ Complete the Describe and Explain fields for each artifact

❏ Create a Google Slides and upload it to “Showcases”

❏ Use your Slides to present your Artifacts 
❏ If you present live, email christina.causey@jefferson.kyschools.us to 

schedule a time on a Wednesday

❏ If you record your presentation, upload it (or a link to it) to Classroom
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Links and Contacts

Clips from high school defenses
Middle school defense
JCPS Backpack booklet
How to upload artifacts
Full 2018/19 Backpack Video

Backpack Team - reach out to us for help :)
vicki.lete@jefferson.kyschools.us
christina.causey@jefferson.kyschools.us
holly.mccullough@jefferson.kyschools.us
jasmine.romans@jefferson.kyschools.us
david.dallmann@jefferson.kyschools.us
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