
duPont Manual College 101 Night, March 14, 2018 

Presented by the Manual PTSA and Guidance Counselors 

SESSION DESCRIPTIONS 

(CHOOSE THREE TO ATTEND) 
 
 

Highly Selective Universities & Holistic Admissions (2 sessions offered) 
Auditorium – Ryne Cannon, Assistant Director of Admissions, University of Chicago 
What happens when you apply to a highly selective College or University? Learn about the application review process 
and how no one piece of information – academic and extracurricular records, essays, letters of recommendation, or SAT 
or ACT scores – on its own can tell a college if you will be a good fit for their next class. 
Recommended for Grades 9, 10 and 11.  

 

Telling Your Story: Application Essays Do’s and Don’ts (1 session offered) 
Auditorium – Ryne Cannon, Assistant Director of Admissions, University of Chicago 
In addition to answering mandated essay questions, application essays need to give admission officers a sense of who 
you are, your ambitions and why their school is right for you. Learn the do’s and don’ts for college essays. 
Recommended for Grades 10 and 11.  

 
 
Where To Start: Finding the Right College Fit 
Freshman Cafeteria - Amy Medley, Manual Guidance Counselor 
Starting with Manual’s Red Folder. With over 3000 Colleges and Universities in the United States, where do I 
start? Learn how to begin your college search and application process now and identify what colleges might 
be right for you. 
Recommended for Grades 9, 10 and 11.  

 
 
Preparing a Strong Application 
Senior Cafeteria - Marti Johnston, Manual Guidance Counselor 
Students will want to present their qualifications to college admissions committees in a way that will distinguish them 
from the many other applicants with similar credentials. Student will want each and every part of the application to be 
presented in the best possible light. That’s because colleges really do look at all the parts – or as they would put it, they 
judge your application holistically – and each part has its own distinct part to play in the whole. In this session, students 
will learn how to prepare a strong college application. 
Recommended for Grades 9, 10 and 11.  

 

Honors Colleges: An Ivy Experience at a Public University 
Room 113 – Dr. Craig Cobane, Executive Director, WKU Honors College 
Honors Colleges have grown increasingly popular for providing special enriched learning opportunities for top tier 
students. Honors Colleges typically are housed as autonomous academic entities in larger four year multi collegiate 
universities. Honors students are provided more demanding courses, stimulating discussions, international study 
options and engaging thesis projects in a supportive learning environment tailored to their unique needs. 
Recommended for Grades 10 and 11.  

 

 



How to Position Yourself for Competitive Scholarships & Interviews 
Room 120 - Annie Murphy, Associate Director of Admissions, Centre College 
Many competitive scholarships and interviews go hand in hand. In this session, learn about how to prepare for an 
interview and how to position yourself for a competitive scholarship at the university level. 
Recommended for Grades 9, 10 and 11. 

 

Navigating the College Financial Aid Process from Filing to Negotiating 
Room 133 - Heather Boutell, Director, Financial Aid, Bellarmine University 
Parents often struggle with understanding college financial aid. In this session, an aid director will explain how to apply 
for various types of aid, provide a timeline of what to expect in the senior year, and share some tips about how the 
process works. Come learn how, when and why universities offer financial aid, and what you can do to maximize your 
opportunities. 
Recommended for Grades 10, 11 and 12. 

 
 
College Admission Exams and Amazing FREE Student Resources You Never Knew Existed 
Room 134 – Michelle Leslie, Manual Guidance Counselor 
How to choose between the ACT and SAT. When and how do you start to prepare? What is the PSAT and what does 
National Merit mean? Come learn about an abundant amount of free resources that will help you navigate and 
maximize your college preparation and search process. 
Recommended for Grades 9, 10 and 11.  

 

How to Pay for College Beyond The FAFSA 
Room 137 – Kevin Fowler, Manual Guidance Counselor, YPAS 
Unless your last name is Gates or Rockefeller, this is the session for you. We will explore topics such as when and where 
to start the search for free money, how to find an outside scholarship, and how to apply and interview for them. 
Recommended for Grades 10, 11 and 12. 

 

Transition Planning for Students Using Accommodations 
Small Gym – Amy Meeron, Manual Guidance Counselor 
To receive accommodations in college, it is critical that students have strong self-advocacy skills and understand the 
differences between high school and college accommodations. Disability officers from area colleges will be on hand to 
explain their process, help you understand the distinctions, and answer questions. 
Recommended for students in Grades 9 -12 with IEP’s or 504 Plans 

 
 
 
 

 
Please Visit the College and Career Center 

 
More re source s can be found at the duPont Manual 

Guidance Center websi te 
 dupontmanualcounseling.com 
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