
11th Grade Advanced and AP Summer Reading 
 

All Advanced and AP juniors: 
Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria? And Other Conversations about Race by Beverly Daniel 
Tatum [revised 5th anniversary edition] (nonfiction/argument about race in America using psychology)   
 
All AP juniors: 
Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck (classic historical fiction focused on the Dust Bowl & Great Depression with a clear 
social argument; pay close attention to the structure of the book, not just the plot, characters, & theme) 
Outliers by Malcolm Gladwell (nonfiction/argument about success using sociology & psychology)  
 
Summer reading assignments for AP Junior English cover all three books. This requirement 
applies to all students pre-registered for AP and those switching into AP classes at the beginning 
of the year. 
  
Be prepared to put your summer reading into action on the first day of class. You may be asked 
(either in-class and/or for homework): 
 

• to take a multiple choice test 
• to take an on-demand, essay, or short answer test 
• to complete a project culminating in a presentation 
• to write a formal paper 
• to participate in formal and/or informal discussions 

 
Setting your purpose for reading: 

• You are not merely reading for entertainment or to fulfill the requirements of an assignment. 
 

• Read actively in order to analyze the main argument and how the writer achieves that purpose (i.e. the What & the 
How; the writer’s intention and the writer’s choices). 

 
• Active reading requires interacting with the text and being aware of what is happening as you read: activating 

prior knowledge to make connections (text-to-text, text-to-self, text-to-world), visualizing, questioning, drawing 
inferences, determining importance, repairing understanding when meaning breaks down, and synthesizing. In 
particular, we recommend that you keep a chronicle of your feelings and reactions to Tatum’s book because it 
covers a difficult, and often taboo, subject: racism in America. 

 
• Active reading requires annotating the text and/or taking notes (e.g. Carnegie notes or double-entry notes) as you 

read. Go to the Manual website to read “How to Mark a Book” for help. You can also find links to tutorials, 
handouts, PowerPoints, and articles about annotating or note-taking online. 
 

• Read a couple professional reviews of the book to help you understand what other people say about it (on 
amazon.com: Kirkus or Publishers Weekly; on the New York Times online; etc.).  

 
 
Junior English is focused on rhetoric, argument, analysis, and research.  Because you should be 
reading your selection(s) with this focus in mind, here are some things to help you as you read. If 
all of this seems like a foreign language to you, feel free to seek out more information online (see 
resources listed below). If you are not familiar with reading book-length nonfiction selections, 
look through the next page. Pick some items that you feel comfortable with or that seem 
interesting. Do a little research on them and use them to help you read more critically. 
 



The Basics of Argumentation: 
Basic Elements of argument: 

1. Thesis 
2. Reasons 
3. Evidence 
4. Synthesis 
5. Documentation of sources 
6. Anticipating the objections of the opposition 
7. Rhetorical situation 
8. Persuasive techniques 
9. Forms of appeal 
10. Rhetorical strategies & figures of speech 

 
Types of evidence:  

1. facts & statistics 
2. expert opinion 
3. anecdotes 
4. personal experience 

 
Forms of appeal: 

1. Logos-appealing to the logical reasoning of the reader using sufficient and credible evidence 
2. Pathos-appealing to the emotions and empathy of the reader by using loaded language, emotional anecdotes, 

personal experiences, facts & statistics, etc. 
3. Ethos-appealing to the audience by using the writer’s credibility and character 

 
Basic Elements of Rhetorical Analysis: 

1. The writer’s purpose (the What) & the writer’s rhetoric (the How) 
2. Elements to analyze: 

a. Tone: the attitude of the writer toward the subject and audience through purposeful word choice 
b. Diction: the word choice of the writer 
c. Syntax: the use of varied and sophisticated sentence structure to enhance purpose (parallel structure, 

natural or inverted order, rhetorical questions) 
d. Figurative Language: the use of figures of speech to enhance purpose (metaphor, alliteration, oxymoron) 
e. Rhetorical strategies: the purposeful rhetorical choices made by the writer to enhance purpose (anaphora, 

asyndeton, rhetorical fragment) 
f. Explicit vs. implicit 
g. Concrete vs. abstract 
h. Denotation vs. connotation 
i. Big picture & smaller picture  

3. The rhetorical situation & using everything at your disposal to analyze arguments 
4. The importance of cultural literacy and being an informed citizen [shown through contextualization] 

  
Argumentation and Rhetorical Analysis Resources: 

• OWL Purdue—online writing lab at Purdue University 
• Go to Google or another reliable search engine and search for any of the terms or ideas listed above 
• http://ozpk.tripod.com/APW 
• http://www.nt.armstrong.edu/terms.htm 
• http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/index2.htm 
• http://grammar.about.com/od/rhetoricstyle/a/20figures.htm 


