
AP Junior English Summer Reading Assignment 2015 
 
The focus of AP Junior English is argumentation, rhetorical analysis, academic writing, 
research skills, critical reading, and critical thinking; this means we will be focused on non-
fiction, not literature. To this end, your summer reading selection comes from a short list of 
relatively recent nonfiction books that fall into big categories: race, gender, sociology, and 
psychology. The purpose of this assignment is taken directly from our curriculum, as explained 
by the chief reader for AP English, an employee of the College Board:  
 

1. When teaching source-based argument, introduce argumentative sources as 
participants in a conversation about contested, unresolved questions. Before 
students enter into this conversation themselves, they need to figure out what people are 
arguing about and why. What is at stake for the various participants in the conversation? 
How do participants’ interests in the issue conflict and overlap?  

2. Increase students’ sociological imagination about controversial topics and the sources 
that discuss them by teaching students to ask which groups are privileged by a particular 
line of argument or which parties are ignored or stereotypically presented or imagined. 
Teach students to ask why the issue in question matters to the various parties weighing 
in. 

3. Direct students’ attention to what sources are doing rather than simply what they 
are saying. Discourage students’ use of extensive quotation, and teach them instead to 
identify particular words and phrases that encapsulate or characterize a source’s 
argument in a significant way. The synthesis task involves rhetorical analysis of the 
arguments presented by the sources, not just a reporting of their assertions. Help students 
see that the synthesis task involves analysis as well as argumentation. 

 
As this is a college course, the reading selections were chosen from college reading lists and 
syllabi for introduction to sociology and gender studies courses. We don’t expect you to agree 
with the arguments being made, indeed we prefer that you don’t blindly agree. We are more 
interested in pushing you to ask questions and think critically; we want you to analyze the 
construction and rhetoric of the argument to ultimately evaluate its effectiveness. Therefore, 
you need to read the books you select with a purpose and not passively.  
 
READING SELECTIONS  
You must read two (2) books from the list; however, we encourage you to read all of 
them: 
Race:  
1.     The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness by Michelle 
Alexander, with a new Foreword by Cornell West 
Gender:  
2.    Enlightened Sexism: The Seductive Message that Feminism’s Work is Done by Susan J. 
Douglas [also titled The Rise of Enlightened Sexism: How Pop Culture Took Us from Girl 
Power to Girls Gone Wild] 
3. Boys Adrift: The Five Factors Driving the Growing Epidemic of Unmotivated Boys and  



Underachieving Young Men by Leonard Sax 
Social Psychology:  
4.  Mistakes Were Made (But Not By Me): Why We Justify Foolish Beliefs, Bad Decisions, 
and Hurtful Acts by Carol Tavris and Elliot Aronson 
 
ASSIGNMENT: Annotate as you read. There will be spot checks of your annotations the first day of 
school. To help you with this there is an example of annotations posted online as part of the AP 
sophomore reading assignment. It annotates part of “How to Mark a Book” by Mortimer Adler, which 
would be a helpful essay to read. 
 
For each chapter in each book complete CHAPTER NOTES that include the following four (4) items:  

1. The main ideas of each chapter (this includes any foreword, introduction, or epilogue); you may 
need to include more than one idea to cover what is important in the chapter; you may want to 
include examples or evidence to help clarify the ideas 

2. A list of 2 to 5 words you had to look up including the definition for each  
3. 2 memorable quotes with a brief explanation of why each quote is important or stood out to you  
4. Two open-ended questions that would prompt discussion and a deeper understanding of the text 

Your notes on each chapter are due on the first day of school. Please see the following information for 
specifics about formatting and expectations as well as an example. We also encourage you to annotate or 
take double-entry notes as you read; doing so will make completing the CHAPTER NOTES easier. 
 
CHAPTER NOTES (for each of the 2 books you choose): 
 

• must be your own work (no copying from another student & be prepared to submit this assignment to 
turnitin.com) 

• must be complete (i.e., include all forewords, introductions, chapters, and epilogues) 
• must be typed 
• must follow the formatting of the example 
• must include your name and block (for example, Jane Doe Red 1) 
• must include the title and author of the book and the title for each chapter 
• must be written using complete sentences except for the definitions of the words  
• must include page numbers for the words you looked up for #2  
• must include page numbers for the quotes you used for #3 

 
We are looking for clear evidence of your thinking on paper. We want to see that you read actively, interacted 
with the texts, understood the big ideas, formed questions about the text, and connected ideas; you entered the 
academic conversation. Basically, that you read for a specific purpose. We expect you to be ready to 
participate in discussions connected to the book, explain the big ideas, and be prepared to complete some 
formal analysis of the texts. 

 
SUPPORT A LOCAL BUSINESS: PURCAHSE BOOKS AT CARMICHAEL’S 

The Louisville Free Public Library has copies of each book. New and Used copies of the books can be purchased 
from amazon.com. A list of the books has been given to Carmichael’s, Half Price Books, and Barnes and Noble; 
however, this does not guarantee that they will be in stock.  



 
 
  

Jane Doe 
Red 1 
 
Outliers: The Story of Success by Malcolm Gladwell 
 
Chapter Two: “The 10,000-Hour Rule” 
 
1.    In order to truly be successful at any one skill or profession, people must complete no less than  

10,000 hours of practice. This huge amount of hours requires a lot of focused practice on a daily basis if 
an individual wants to be highly successful by a decent age. A high level of success in any field is more 
about specialized practice than it is about innate talent; ultimately, what we think is a meritocracy is not 
because some people are afforded better opportunities. Gladwell uses computer science innovators (Bill 
Joy & Bill Gates), musicians (Mozart & The Beatles), and the 75 wealthiest people in history to prove 
this point. He proves that these people were able to get their 10,000 hours early in life because of special 
opportunities related to their families, their connections, their locations, and their birth dates. 

 
2.    
confounding (p. 36) 

 (to confound, verb) to perplex or amaze, especially by a sudden disturbance or surprise; 
bewilder; confuse 

 
arbitrary (p. 37) 

(adjective) subject to individual will or judgement without restriction; contingent solely upon one’s 
discretion 

 
laborious (p. 51) 
 (adjective) requiring much work, exertion, or perseverance 
 
decamp (p.53) 
 (verb) to depart quickly, secretly, or unceremoniously 
 
3. 
“The other interesting thing about that ten thousand hours, of course, is that ten thousand hours is an enormous 
amount of time. It’s all but impossible to reach that number all by yourself by the time you’re a young adult. You 
have to have parents who encourage and support you. You can’t be poor, because if you have to hold down a 
part-time job on the side to help make ends meet, there won’t be time left in the day to practice enough. In fact, 
most people can reach that number only if they get into some kind of special program—like a hockey all-star 
squad—or if they get some kind of extraordinary opportunity that gives them a chance to put in those hours.” (p. 
42) 
 
This long quote includes all of Gladwell’s biggest ideas of the chapter: the 10,000-hour rule, supportive family, 
specialized opportunities, and the problem with being poor. He is clearly arguing that getting to 10,000 hours and 
being successful has many necessary factors. The biggest of these is opportunities. But he is also saying poor 
people either don’t get offered opportunities or even if they do, they often can’t take advantage of them. So, 
success is partly about privilege. 
 
“But what truly distinguishes their histories [outliers] is not their extraordinary talent but their extraordinary 
opportunities.” (p. 55) 
 
This quote sums up the central argument Gladwell is making in this chapter clearly and succinctly. It helps 
readers understand the significant role opportunities play in any person’s success. Because it is short and to the 
point, readers will be able to remember it more easily. 
 
4.   
What is Gladwell saying about the role of privilege in American society as it relates to success? 
How does Gladwell use research to support his ideas? 
 
 
 
 



Here is some of the content of AP English Language and Composition that might help you have a successful 
reading experience. 
 
Setting your purpose for reading: 

• You are not merely reading for entertainment or to fulfill the requirements of an assignment. 
• Read actively in order to analyze his main argument and how he achieves that purpose. 
• Active reading requires interacting with the text and being aware of what is happening as you read: 

activating prior knowledge to make connections (text-to-text, text-to-self, text-to-world), visualizing, 
questioning, drawing inferences, determining importance, repairing understanding when meaning 
breaks down, and synthesizing. 

• Active reading often requires annotating the text or taking notes as you read. 
• Read a couple professional reviews of the book to help you understand what other people say about it.  

 
Annotating Texts: 

1. Skim through the chapter. Note the organization of the chapter 
(are there subheadings, pictures, graphs, etc.) 

2. Skim the introduction, THEN the conclusion, before reading the 
entire chapter. This will help you get a sense as to what exactly 

you should know before diving in and reading. 
3. Read one or more paragraphs. Then STOP. The amount of text 

you can read will vary from text to text, according to difficulty and 
organization. 

4. Think about the key ideas that you have read—what is the author 
arguing, or how is the author supporting the argument? 

5. Briefly write the key ideas in the margin, looking for the 
following: 

Definitions   Characteristics 
Examples    Similarities/differences 
Rhetorical strategies  Names or dates or other important information 
Lists    Questions 
Causes and effects   Recurring ideas, phrases, terms 
Text-to-text connections  Text-to-self connections 
Text-to-world connections Forms of appeal 

6. Check your annotations to be sure that they make sense to you. 
7. Go on to the next section or paragraph. Remember, not every 

paragraph will have a key concept that should be annotated, but 
every page or section usually does. 

 
The Basics of Argumentation: 
Basic Elements of argument: 

1. Thesis 
2. Reasons 
3. Evidence 
4. Synthesis 
5. Documentation of sources 
6. Anticipating the objections of the opposition 
7. Rhetorical situation 
8. Persuasive techniques 
9. Forms of appeal 
10. Rhetorical strategies & figures of speech 

Types of evidence:  
1. facts & statistics 
2. expert opinion 
3. anecdotes 
4. personal experience 
5. values 

 



Forms of appeal: 
1. Logos-appealing to the logical reasoning of the reader using sufficient and credible evidence 
2. Pathos-appealing to the emotions and empathy of the reader by using loaded language, emotional 

anecdotes, personal experiences, facts & statistics, etc. 
3. Ethos-appealing to the audience by using the writer’s credibility and character 

 
Basic Elements of Rhetorical Analysis: 

1. Tone: the attitude of the writer toward the subject and audience through purposeful word choice 
2. Diction: the word choice of the writer 
3. Syntax: the use of varied and sophisticated sentence structure to enhance purpose (parallel structure, 

natural or inverted order, rhetorical questions) 
4. Figurative Language: the use of figures of speech to enhance purpose (metaphor, alliteration, 

oxymoron) 
5. Rhetorical strategies: the purposeful rhetorical choices made by the writer to enhance purpose 

(anaphora, asyndeton, rhetorical fragment)  
  
Argumentation and Rhetorical Analysis Resources: 

• OWL Purdue—online writing lab at Purdue University 
• Go to Google or another reliable search engine and search for any of the terms or ideas listed above 
• http://ozpk.tripod.com/APW 
• http://www.nt.armstrong.edu/terms.htm 
• http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/index2.htm 
• http://grammar.about.com/od/rhetoricstyle/a/20figures.htm 

 
25 Reading Strategies that Work in Every Content Area 

1.   Reread 
2.   Activate Prior Knowledge 
3.   Use Context Clues 
4.   Infer 
5.   Think Aloud 
6.   Summarize 
7.   Locate Key Words 
8.   Make Predictions 
9.   Use Word Attack Strategies 
10. Visualize 
11. Use Graphic Organizers 
12. Evaluate Understanding 
13. Question the Text 
14. Stop! 
15. Monitor & Repair Understanding (While Reading) 
16. Paraphrase 
17. Annotate the Text 
18. Adjust Reading Rate 
19. Prioritize Information 
20. Use Graphic Note-taking 
21. Predict 
22. Set a Reader Purpose 
23. Text-connections (text-to-self, text-to-text, text-to-world) 
24. Skim 
25. SSQ (Stop, Summarize, Question) 
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